EARLY   STAGES   OF   THE   OEDIPUS   CONFLICT
girl anticipates retribution in the form of destruction of her own
capacity for motherhood or of the organs connected with this
function and of her own children. Here we have also one root
of the constant concern of women (often so excessive) for their
personal beauty, for they dread that this too will be destroyed by
the mother. At the bottom of the impulse to deck and beautify
themselves there is always the motive of restoring damaged comeli-
ness, and this has its origin in anxiety and sense of guilt.1
It is probable that this deep dread of the destruction of internal
organs may be the psychic cause of the greater susceptibility of
women, as compared with men, to conversion-hysteria and
organic diseases.
It is this anxiety and sense of guilt which is the chief cause of
the repression of feelings of pride and joy in the feminine rfile,
which are originally very strong. This repression results in
depreciation of the capacity for motherhood, at the outset so
highly prized. Thus the girl lacks the powerful support which
the boy derives from his possession of the penis, and which she
herself might find in the anticipation of motherhood.
The girl's very intense anxiety about her womanhood can be
shown to be analogous to the boy's dread of castration, for it
certainly contributes to the checking of her Oedipus impulses.
The course run by the boy's castration anxiety concerning the
penis which visibly exists is, however, different; it might be termed
more acute than the more chronic anxiety of the girl concerning
her internal organs, with which she is necessarily less familiar.
Moreover, it is bound to make a difference that the boy's anxiety
is determined by the paternal and the girl's by the maternal
super-ego.
Freud has said that the girl's super-ego develops on different
lines from that of the boy. We constantly find confirmation of
the fact that jealousy plays a greater part in women's lives than
in men's, because it is reinforced by deflected envy of the male
on account of the penis. On the other hand, however, women
especially possess a great capacity, which is not based merely on
an over-compensation, for disregarding their own wishes and
devoting themselves with self-sacrifice to ethical and social tasks.
We cannot account for this capacity by the blending of masculine
and feminine traits which, because of the human being's bisexual
disposition, does in individual cases influence the formation of
character, for this capacity is so plainly maternal in nature. I
think that in order to explain how women can run so wide a
1 Gf. HirniFs paper at the Innsbruck Psycho-Analytical Congress: 'Die okonomi-
schen Beziehungen zwischen dem Schuldgefiihl und dem weiblichen Narzissmtis*.
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